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As usual, the popular superstitions of civilized Europe
have their counterparts in the superstitions of savage Africa ;
for after all civilization is only a veneer on the deep-seated
savagery of our species. Thus in Nigeria, as in Europe,
sick people creep through a hole in a tree to rid them of
their sickness : in Nigeria, as in Europe down to recent
times, people annually drive their cattle, sheep, and goats
between two great fires to protect them against evil influences
throughout the year ; and in Nigeria, when a man was
wounded the doctor used to cut a stick and wash and tend it,
leaving the wound to take care of itself. This is only one
step more absurd than the practice which still prevails in
some English counties of anointing the weapon instead of the
wound which it inflicted, so little difference is there between
the rustic and the savage intelligence.